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The Pastor's Part ....  August, 2019 

 Dear Church, 

      I hope this little note finds you doing great in the Lord!  Christina, the kids and I would like to extend a heartfelt 
thank you for making us feel so welcome since our arrival.  The welcome lunch and gift cards were greatly appreciated. 
A special thanks to Jennie Minter for helping us get situated and steering us in numerous ways.  I had a crew at the 
parsonage fixing sprinklers, fixing fence, fixing electrical outlets and helping us move.  You know who you are and 
thank you!   

      You have no doubt heard the expression, “if I knew then what I know now, life would have been so much better.” 
By the time most of us gain the necessary experience and wisdom that comes from living, the clock is half past the 
hour.  Such wisdom is mainly accessible through life’s successes and failures.  I have had my share of both.  Experience 
itself doesn’t necessarily translate in to profound wisdom.  In fact, some of the experiences in life can cripple us and 
leave us bitter.  Some will forgo experience because they are afraid of an unfavorable outcome.  With regret in tote, 
we are reduced to a posture of shoulda, coulda, woulda 

      Over the past 20 plus years, I have discovered a sizable portion of regret, shame and fear in the church.  One of the 
monuments I have discovered most often is failure to grow through what we are going through.  There isn’t a 
commitment to lifelong discovery or growth.  Many are satisfied with the status quo and the bare minimum.  Still 
others proudly declare, “we have always done it this way.”  It’s not really a recipe for fruitfulness and growth.  It’s 
hard to lead or shepherd people if they already think they know it all.  Whatever form or expression of 
Christianity they have is viewed as enough and protected at all costs.  The thought that God might have much more 
for them and really wants them to plunder the depth of God’s life isn’t on the radar.  Even if we each get a sense 
that God has more, we are too afraid to step out there and walk.   

 continued on next page 



Pastor’s Part continued 

      Perhaps the one biblical figure we each can relate to 
and could help us off the plank is the Apostle Peter.  No 
doubt there are many biblical characters we could use as 
an example of “growing through what we are going 
through and not growing through what we are going 
through.”  Peter is the hallmark of failure more than 
anything else.  He has often been noted as “impetuous 
Peter.”  Matthew 14:22-33 recounts the story of Peter 
getting out of the boat and walking toward Jesus on the 
water.  As the story goes, Peter ends up taking his eyes 
off Jesus and begins to sink.  Peter wants to join Jesus out 
on the water.  Jesus invites him out there and impetuous 
Peter jumps off the boat.  Something goes terribly wrong 
and magnificently right. Peter, in complete abandon-
ment, gets out of the boat and Jesus allows him to sink. 
I can imagine that experience stayed with Peter and the 
other disciples for the rest of their lives.  It would help 
shape their ministries.  It was an experience they needed 
and ultimately helped forge the gospel in to the world 
around them.   

      The lesson of Peter is a lesson of wisdom.  If you and 
I will ever walk on water, we have to get out of the boat.  
If we choose not to get out of the boat, we end our life 
with shoulda, coulda and woulda.  Oddly, we end up 
defending the old adage of, “we have never done it that 
way.”  God is a deep well that can never be exhausted. 
Don’t translate that as we should never try or we might 
just be spectators of the greatest works of God’s Spirit 
and never participants.     

Grace and Peace, 

Matt 

______________________ 

Blood Drive 
 August 2 

   10 — 1 
Family Life 

        Center 
______________________ 

August Calendar 
Aug. 1   6 p.m. – Lord’s Acre meeting, FLC 
Aug. 2   7:30 a.m. First Friday Fresh Produce for all, 

          parking lot 
Aug. 2   10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Blood Drive, FLC 
Aug. 4    9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
Aug. 4    10:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time, fellowship hall 
Aug. 4    11 a.m.  Communion Worship,  sanctuary 
Aug. 5    9 a.m.   Mission Team meets, FLC 
Aug. 6    6 p.m.  Bible Study, FLC 
Aug. 7    10 a.m. UMW feeds FISD staff 
Aug. 7    2 p.m.  Lord’s Acre Crafters meet, FLC 
Aug. 7    7 p.m.  Choir practice, sanctuary 
Aug. 8    5 p.m.  Worship Team meets, FLC 
Aug. 11  9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
Aug. 11  10:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time, fellowship hall 
Aug. 11   11 a.m.  Worship, Promotion Sunday,        

        sanctuary 
Aug. 12  9 a.m.  Stocking Rainbow House, FLC 
Aug. 13  6 p.m.  Bible Study, FLC 
Aug. 14  2 p.m.  Lord’s Acre Crafters meet, FLC 
Aug. 14  7 p.m.  Choir practice, sanctuary 
Aug. 17  8 a.m.   United Methodist Men hold  

         breakfast meeting, FLC 
Aug. 18  9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
Aug. 18  10:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time, fellowship hall 
Aug. 18  11 a.m.  Worship, Acolyte Dedication,  

       sanctuary 
Aug. 18  Noon  Lunch and Acolyte training, fellow- 
                ship hall 
Aug. 20  6 p.m.  Bible Study, FLC 
Aug. 21  2 p.m.  Lord’s Acre Crafters meet, FLC 
Aug. 21  7 p.m.  Choir practice, sanctuary 
Aug. 25  9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
Aug. 25  10:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time, fellowship hall 
Aug. 25  11 a.m.  Worship, sanctuary 
Aug. 26  9 a.m.  Stocking Rainbow House, FLC 
Aug. 26  Reservation deadline for Red Hats, call 

       Dot Clark at 903.876.2925 
Aug. 27  9 a.m. – Noon  Rainbow House food & 

       clothes distribution, FLC 
Aug. 27  6 p.m.  Bible Study, FLC 
Aug. 28  2 p.m.  Lord’s Acre Crafters meet, FLC 
Aug. 28  7 p.m.  Choir practice, sanctuary 
Aug. 29   11:30 a.m. Methodist Scarlet Ladies meet 

 for lunch in Tyler at Potpourri House 

Please visit our website: www.umcfrankston.org 
 Look for us on . 

http://www.umcfrankston.org/


_____________________________________________ 
The volunteers of the Rainbow 
House Food and Clothing Pantry 
greeted representatives of 95 
families on Tuesday morning, 
July 23.  

A total of 311 people received 
food. Of that total, 92 were aged 

55 years and older, 126 were aged l8 to 54 years, and 126 
were children, 17 years and under. This month, we had 
four new families.  

Kathy Clarkston was on hand to check blood pressure 
and blood sugar, proving very helpful to some of the 
clients and volunteers.  The ladies from Momentum 
Community Care were back again, offering no-
cost screening for a person’s cancer risk and 
metabolization of prescription drugs. 

As usual, clothes, books, and magazines were available, 
as well as a representative from United HealthCare to 
answer insurance questions. 

School supplies will be distributed on July 31, so those 
clients who signed up for their children in the Frankston, 
LaPoynor, Neches, and Bullard schools were reminded to 
be at the FLC for that distribution.  The cost of school 
supplies is supplemented by the sale of aluminum cans, 
so please continue to recycle your cans in the designated 
bin on our parking lot.   

A big thank you to all who support Rainbow House as a 
volunteer, in prayer, and by financial support.  Like the 
ripple effect when you toss a rock into water, our church 
touches many lives through this mission.  If you have a 
heart for helping folks, call Kay Randle, chair of Missions, 
or the church office for more information. 
_____________________________________________ 

Spotlight on Stewardship 
Fifty bonus reward points to the first 
person who can tell me the name of 
the individual who is credited with 
the saying, "Time is irreplaceable; 
waste ye not."  Managing our time 
and dedicating some of it to caring 
for people God has put into our lives 
are examples of good stewardship.  One specific way 
to do this is by "checking on" those who are ill, 
confined, or absent. 

We recently gathered names of members who had 
contacted some of our missing members.  Fourteen  

names were generated on the list.  So we know that 
at least 14 family members, church attendees, and 
neighbors felt cared about through their efforts. 
Some of our good stewards are pictured below. 

Could you commit some time in August to call some 
of the people listed below? (or another person of your 
choice)  We are confident you will be glad you did!  

The Stewardship Team 

Dottie Aalfs – 903.948.3168 
Vivian Asher – 903.876.2070 

Sue Ellis – 903.721.3788 
Gracie House – 903.876.2687 
Louise Lade – 903.876.2377 

Mary Ann Locke – 903.876.2903 
Luan Montrose – 903.876.2798 
Linda Moore – 903.876.4377 
Hope Ramsey – 903.876.0102 
Nancy Rice – 903.876.7398 

Pat & Richard Saunders – 903.876.2349 
Joe & Ruth Tindel – 903.876.3584 

Jean Wicker – 903.876.4451 

Methodist Scarlet Ladies
It’s August, and by popular demand 
of the “Leo” birthday ladies, the 
Methodist Scarlet Ladies will return 
to The Potpourri House in Tyler. 
(We love their birthday cakes!) 

We will meet there for lunch on 
Thursday, August 30, at 11:30 a.m., but most of us 
like to go earlier and/or stay later to have some 
looking and shopping time. 

I’ll need your reservations by Monday, August 26. 
Let’s have a good crowd to bid “farewell” to summer. 

Dot Clark  
903.876.2925 



34 YEARS — STILL GOING STRONG! 
OCTOBER 26 

On Tuesday, August 6, Pastor 
Matt will be starting a study 
of Matthew.  This Bible Study 
will continue at 6 p.m. each 
Tuesday evening in the 
Family Life Center large 

meeting room.  Please plan to bring your bible 
and be a part of this study group. 

Our Acolytes are a very important part of our 
worship service.  When they are lighting the 
candles, they are representing the light of 
Christ in our world.  When they read the 
scriptures, they are bringing us the word of 
God.  When they assist with collection, they 
are helping us be good stewards of our 
income.  When they assist with Communion, 
they are helping us celebrate the life and 
sacrifice of Christ as He instructed.   

We are very fortunate to have these fine 
young people serving our church and us.  As 
they enter a new year of service, please take 
time to thank them, lift them in prayer, and 
continue to support our program. 

The Acolytes for 2019-2020 will be dedicated 
during the worship service on August 18. 
Afterward, they, along with their parents, will 
be served lunch followed by a time of training. 



METHODIST MEN  

SHARING RESOURCES – SHOWING GOD’S LOVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We worship God with: 
Our Prayers 
 
Family of Family of Caleb Rosales-
Gonzalez; Family of Brett Harden; Family 
of Allan Baxter; Families and friends 
affected by worldwide violence; Richard 
Saunders, recovering from wreck and skin 
graft surgery on arm; Al Friberg, father of 
Dianne & James Beard’s son-in-law, Craig. 
recovering from surgery for aortic aneurysm; 

John Bizzell, recovering well from knee surgery; Steve 
Johnson, son-in-law of the Langdons, recovering from surgery;  
Chris, Tabitha & Presley Smith, lost everything in housefire; 
Rodney & Georgia Boswell, family in turmoil due to addictive 
behavior;  Susan Beard, continued health issues;   Laurie 
Davlin, improving from pneumonia;  Ruth Tindel,  Briarcliff 
Health Center, continued health issues; cancer patients and their 
families; Alzheimer's patients, their caregivers and families; all 
military personnel and their families; missionaries; nursing 
home residents and those who are shut in due to ill health; our 
world leaders; those who are struggling with addictive 
behavior; those persons in need, but unnamed and for peace in 
our schools and peace among nations.   
To request prayers or update our list, please contact the church 
office at 903.876.2235 or umcfrankston@umcfrankston.org 
 

Our Presence 
Date                    Sunday School               Worship 
July 7      61               102 
July14                               44                                   88 
July 21                              57                                   97 
July 28                              30                                   74 
 

Our Service 
  

Aug. 4 — Kaylynn Frink, Katie Hadish 
Aug. 11 — Gavin Lade, Ethan Lade 
Aug. 18 — Gavin Lade, Ethan Lade 
Aug. 25 — Gunner Vinzant, Jared Cook 

 
 

Aug. 4 — Randy Randle, Dan Wicker 
Aug. 11 — Don & Jayne Beddingfield 
Aug. 18 — Paul & Brenda Higginbotham 
Aug. 25 — Lyle & Cathy Duncan 

 
 
 
Please begin sending in your articles/pictures for the 
September newsletter to Jennie at the church office, 
umcfrankston@umcfrankston.org on August 21.   
Thank you for all your input and support! 
           

Pray for our military 
Maj. Alfredo Balderas 

3013 Brook Highland Dr. 
Birmingham, AL  35242 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
       1 Leah Duesterhoft Rea  
       2 Randy Huntsberger 
       4 Lina Mae Eschberger 
       9 Mike Dennis 
     13 Cyndi Sabulsky 
           Paul Higginbotham 
     15 Dot Clark          

    18 Sandy Meek-Doty 
    21 Jean Duncan, Sue Ellis 
    23 Joely Malone Causey  
    28 Todd House, Hannah Sweeney Lively  
    29 Jake Westbrook 
    30 Margie Grissom 
    Call (903) 876-2235 if we missed your birthday. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

UMW TO HOST 

COMMUNITY-WIDE 

HEALTH FAIR 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 

8:30 a.m. – Noon 
Flu shots available 

Blood Pressure/Oxygen Saturation 
Cholesterol Screening 

Mammograms 
Blood Drive 

Veterinarian for Pet Health Info 
Children’s Services & Activities 

Door Prizes 
and More! 
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